Asymmetrie naturlicher Prozesse:
Was bestimmt die Richtung?

(a) (b)

4.3 The molecular interpretation of the irreversibility expressed by the Second Law. (a) A ball resting on
a warm surface: the atoms are undergoing thermal motion (chaotic vibration, in this instance), as
indicated by the arrows. (b) For the ball to fly upwards, some of the random vibrational motion would
have to change into coordinated, directed motion. Such a conversion is highly improbable.



